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Although naked, washed, cool-looking and perfumed, the 
book is slim and weak. Emanuel Carnevali 

MR. BYNNER AT GRENSTONE 

Grenstone Poems — A Sequence, by Witter Bynner. Fred. 

A. Stokes Co. 

Although published later, Grenstone Poems is certainly in 
the main of earlier composition than The New World, which 
appeared in 1915, for it shows the author at a stage not so 
near as The New World to achieving for his utterance its 
own style and voice. Perhaps it is the impression of the 
book as a whole rather than any individual poem that seems 
most strongly echo-ish. And the effect is not unpleasant 
even when the derivation is most distinct, as in the pieces 
that inherit from A Shropshire Lad gifts of feeling and 
grace which they all but make their own. For the workman- 
ship is delicate, and though the book as a whole would bear 
considerable cutting away, the poems themselves are always 
compact. God's Acre, which is short enough to quote, is 
typical of Grenstone quality: 

Because we felt there could not be 

A mowing in reality 

So white and feathery-blown and gay 

With blossoms of wild caraway, 

I said to Celia, "Let us trace 

The secret of this pleasant place !" 

We knew some deeper beauty lay 

Below the bloom of caraway, 

And when we bent the white aside 

We came to paupers who had died: 

Rough wooden shingles row on row, 

And God's name written there — John Doe. H. H. 
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